








up. He joined us for a version and as I sat
2 ft. away from him while playing, I start-
ed to feel like Charlie Watts! I could not
get the grin off of my face! We then had a
Q&A with Bill. He talked about how the
Stones met and formed with Brian Jones.
He also mentioned that his favorite Stones
albums are Exile on Main St., Beggars
Banquet, Sticky Fingers and Let It Bleed.
Naturally he is on all of them.

In the evening “Master Classes” were
set up with the counselors. I sat in on a
class with Mick Ralphs—he was in Mott
the Hoople and wrote “All the Young
Dudes” as well as all the hit songs for Bad
Company. I also attended a drum clinic
with Simon Kirke. When Simon asked if
anyone wanted to come up and play
drums with him, I yelled “T’ll have a go!”
This was incredible—but more amazingly
when I finished he asked “are you a lefty
playing righty?” I said “yes—how did you
know that?”

DAY 3—GARY BROOKER &
RANDY BACHMAN

I was already getting used to the drill:
breakfast, off to the studio by bus to prac-
tice, a visit by a famous rock star, lunch,
Q&A session, more practice, dinner, jam
sessions. We were visited by Gary Brooker
the organ player of Procol Harum and
known for writing and singing the classic
hit “Whiter Shade of Pale”. After he lis-
tened to us playing “Gimme Some Lovin”
he made my week by saying to me “nice
drumming kid!” Later we were surprised
with a visit by Randy Bachman—of
Bachman Turner Overdrive. His hits
included “American Woman”, “You Aint
See Nothing Yet” and Taking Care of
Business”. He gave a great talk about song
writing and what it takes to make it in the

business.

DAY 4—ABBEY RD

STUDIO #2

Each day kept getting better and better—
but this day topped all others as we were
brought into Abbey Roads studio #2. This

is where the Beatles recorded Sgt. Pepper,
Let It Be, and so many others as well as
“Dark Side of the Moon” by Pink Floyd. I
saw the piano that Paul played “Let It Be”

on and actually sat down at it to play. In
the corner is the upright piano that Paul
played “Obla Di Oblada” on.

Here we worked with the engineer
Robin Black who has worked with Black
Sabbath, Pink Floyd, Paul Simon and
many others. We recorded 3 songs
including “With a Little Help from My
Friends”. At this point I was having an
out-of-body experience.

Back at John Henry’s to practice our
songs, John Lord of Deep Purple came
by and played “Gimme Some Lovin”
with us on the keys.

We suddenly learned that the band
who wins “best original song” would
get the song included on a compilation
CD. So we decided at the last minute to
drop a Spencer Davis song in favor of

one of our own. After much drama and
head banging we decided to go with one of
Justin’s originals. In about an hour we had
an arrangement down. We decided on our
3 songs for the concert. “Norwegian
Wood”, “Gimme Some Lovin” and Justin’s
“Sweet Surrender”. We were ready.

DAY S—BATILE OF THE
BANDS AT ABBEY RD
There were around 200 private invitees
standing in the cavernous studio #1 at
Abbey Road. The huge stage was set with
the finest equipment, monitors and drums
on a platform. Cameras were everywhere
for the main event. The judges included
Paul Rogers of Free and Bad Company
and Kiki Dee, known for her recordings
with Elton John. Luckily, Simon Cowell
was nowhere to be seen.

We were the 2nd band up and after

A fantasy fulfiled—the author recording in Abbey Road
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Spike Edney of Queen leading a jam of Beatles
songs on the train to Liverpool

being introduced “Lady’s and gentlemen
“Sour Milk”—I fiddled with the drum kit
and the sound was enormous. One kick on
the bass drum and the room thundered.
What a thrill! Unfortunately nerves got to
Eric our lead singer and he skipped the
2nd verse of “Norwegian Wood”—but we
quickly recovered and made the best of it.
Our remaining tunes kicked serious butt.
When the awards were announced we won
“Best Original Song” (every band won
something). We were thrilled that we got
that tune together at the last second!

DAY 6—LIVERPOOL
& THE CAVERN
Last night was the cli-
max for some campers
but 40 of us were lucky ma
enough to take a train
in a 1st class cabin up
to Liverpool. After
Spike Edney led a
Beatles singalong en
route, I talked to him
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about how Ringo was FAee

my inspiration. He

reminded me of John

Campers and guests enjoying the concert
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Lennon’s famous quote. When asked
if Ringo was the best drummer in the
world, John said “Ringo isn’t even
the best drummer in The Beatles!”
When we arrived we were loaded
on to the Magical Mystery Tour bus
and were shown the famous Beatle
sites by our tour guide Neal Brannon.
We visited Strawberry Fields, Penny
Lane, saw John’s Aunt Mimi’s house

where the Quarrymen practiced, Paul’s

flat and the house where
George was born.

Finally we were dropped
off on Matthews St.—home
of The Cavern where we
would pre-
pare for our
big finale concert.

From 1961 to 1963 the
Beatles made 300 appear-
ances at the Cavern. The
club closed in 1973 and
unfortunately was demol-
ished. It was remodeled and
reopened in the
same spot in 1984.
But it wasn’t until
the 1990’ that the club
once again became a live
music venue. In Dec 1999,
Paul McCartney returned
to play a show and and
gave the club further legit-
imacy.

During the show, I was
lucky enough to get up
and play “You Cant Do
That”, “I Am the Walrus”

and “While My Guitar Gently Weeps”.
Getting the chance to play at the Cavern

with real rock heros was a highlight of my
life!

IS IT WORTH IT?

The camp takes the rock star fantasy only
so far. There was an no trashing of hotel
rooms, no sex, drugs or groupies, at least
not for me. This is not your usual vacation.
The rehearsals are long and the campers
and counselors take it
seriously. There is little
time for shopping or sit-
ting in the spa. Miss a
rehearsal and you will
hear it. But there’s no
question we were treat-
ed exceptionally well
and experienced some amazing moments
together. Our amps “went to 11” and were
treated to the best equipment available.
The counselors were all extremely knowl-
edgeable, talented and helpful. And as for
David Fishof’s promise that it would
change my life—I couldn’t agree more. ki

The British campers proudly display their awards





